Wrist and scaphoid fractures: a 17-year review of NHSLA litigation data.
Wrist and scaphoid fractures are common injuries seen and treated in everyday orthopaedic practice. The purpose of the study was to assess the trends and reasons for litigation related to wrist and scaphoid fractures within the NHS. Under a freedom of information (FOI) request, data from 1995 to 2012 were provided by the National Health Service Litigation Authority (NHSLA) on all litigation claims made as a result of wrist and scaphoid fractures. A total of 1354 claims relating to the hand and wrist were identified. Wrist and scaphoid fractures accounted for 492 (36.3%) of these claims, and 365 of these claims were settled, representing 74.2% of all wrist and scaphoid fracture claims. Overall, the most common reason for lost claims was due to incorrect, missed or delayed diagnosis (43.5%). Alleged mismanagement (29.5%), poor care (10.1%) and incompetent surgery (8.0%) were other common causes for litigation. This paper augments previous work published in this area and explores litigation trends specific to wrist and scaphoid fractures. We discuss the trends and reasons for litigation in this area, suggesting areas for improvement that may aid health-care professionals who deal with these injuries and potentially help reduce future litigation.